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Dear Friends,

We are pleased to be able to report upon another rewarding and successful fiscal year at
the Gibson House. We welcomed ever-increasing numbers of visitors who took our tours
and attended our programs, which included lectures on Gilded-Age fashion and painter
John Singer Sargent's female subjects, Pride Month celebrations, a Holiday Open House,
and our Annual Benefit and Repeal Day party. To our great delight, we received a two-year
Mass Humanities Staffing Recovery Grant that will allow us to create new opportunities for
visitation and engagement. Keep an eye open for more on upcoming events!

Moreover, through the generosity of private donors and grants, we have been able to
pursue important restoration projects, such as repairing degraded windows on the
Museum's upper floors and damaged plaster in the ground-floor service spaces. Such
undertakings will ensure that the museum remains preserved, protected, and inviting for
years to come.

Our late president, Ruth Ann Kupfer, who unexpectedly passed away in January, was



gratified by these developments. A longtime board member, Ruth was always interested in
ways the Museum might remain both sustainable and vibrant. To this end, we have set up
a fund in Ruth's name that will help support future Museum operations and projects. We
invite you to consider a donation to this fund and to be inspired by Ruth's legacy of
dedication, service, and vision.

The Gibson House is a special place, not only for its historic architecture, unique collections,
and fascinating stories of 19th- and early-20th-century life, but also because of its people.
From the family who created this lovely home to their employees who kept things running,
to our contemporary caretakers of board and staff, and you--our visitors, friends, and
supporters--the people have made all the difference. We can't thank you enough for your
support and involvement.

Sincerely,
Michelle Coughlin
Museum Administrator

Attendees enjoy the Museum's 2023 Annual Benefit at the St. Botolph Club.

Treasurer's Report, FY 2022-2023
Submitted by Samuel H. Duncan

Revenue was a little less and expenses a little more than budgeted. Expenses were
$135,441 against a budget of $133,679. Sources were $123,948 against a budget of
$131,943. The deficit was close to the amount of budgeted draw from the general
endowment that was not taken this year (about $11,000). Net deficit was $11,493.

Rental income was an important factor in this year’s budget. Revenue was 183% of budget.
Also significant were non-board donations to the Annual Benefit (151% of budget). Rental
income is difficult to plan for, as are Benefit donations, but this year they represented
significant income that mitigated other areas where revenue was not as good as planned
(for example, board-member donations to the Benefit were 45% of budgeted amount).

Again this year there were significant donations to the Hammond Family Curator Fund, and
not drawing the budgeted amount from the general endowment increased the balances




held in endowments and mitigated investment losses due to market volatility. At the end of
the year, net holdings in the endowment accounts were up about 14%.

Curator Meghan Gelardi Holmes (far right) takes Gibson House Museum staff and guides on a visit to the
Paul S. Russell Museum of Medical History and Innovation at Mass General Hospital prior to launching a
medical-history program series.

Curator's Report, FY 2022-2023
Submitted by Meghan Gelardi Holmes

This year was a busy and productive one. Thanks to the generosity of a private donor, we
were able to hire a conservator from the Williamstown Art and Conservation Center to
survey our collection of approximately 75 prints. Based on this assessment, we sent one of
our more valuable works, an 18th-century mezzotint of General Joseph Warren (hero of the
Battle of Bunker Hill and a Gibson-family relative) to Studio TKM conservators for
treatment. (This print is now on loan to Historic New England for their Importance of Being
Furnished exhibition.) We also hired Colleene Fesko, a Boston-based fine arts and antiques
appraiser, to conduct an appraisal of our paintings collection; the previous appraisal was
over thirty years old. With additional support from another group of donors, we conducted
a full inventory and assessment of our costume collection (over 80 garments), which has
resulted in improved catalog records and housing, and plans for increased interpretation.
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Museum Open Hours

Tours are offered Thursday through Sunday; please
check our website for details and to book our "At
Home with the Gibsons" tour or one of our specialty
tours, below.

Upcoming Specialty Tour Dates

Upstairs, Downstairs: Domestic Service at the
Gibson House

Thursdays, Sept. 5, 12, & 26, 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 15, 3:00 p.m.

Charlie Gibson's Queer Boston
Thursday, Sept. 5, 6:00 p.m.

The World of Little Women at the Gibson House
Sunday, Sept. 29, 3:00 p.m.

To book a private tour, please contact
info@thegibsonhouse.org. Please note extra fees

may apply.

Please Support the Gibson House Museum
There are many ways to support the museum's mission of education and preservation; all
are greatly appreciated. Please consider the following (links in list):

*Donate
*Renew your membership
*Shop at our online gift store

If you would like to discussPlanned Giving options, please contact us at 617-267-6338
or info@ thegibsonhouse.org.

The Gibson House Museum is a private, nonprofit house
museum in Boston's historic Back Bay neighborhood. The
home served as residence to three generations of Gibson
family members and their household staff between 1859
and 1954. The museum’s four floors of period rooms,
including the original kitchen, are a time capsule of
domestic life in the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. Visitors experience the house through guided

tours that interpret class and culture through the stories

and objects of the people who lived and worked there.
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